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Baltimore Hundred Delaware Residents Who Served in the Revolutionary War 

 

This report compiles the evidence for residents of Baltimore Hundred in Sussex County who 

served in the Revolutionary War. 13 residents of Baltimore Hundred were found who served during the 

Revolutioanry War. This may include both military and patriotic service. It is intended to form a basis 

for recognition in the Baltimore Hundred of their service in the founding of the United States. 

Baltimore Hundred Residents Who Served During the Revolutionary War 

Last First Rank Service Years 

Ake William Private Hall's 1st DE 1778-80 

Dazey Eliphaz Private Perry's Co. 1776-7 

Dazey Thomas Private Perry's Co. 1777 

Dirrickson Samuel Lieutenant Neill's 2nd DE 1780 

Evans William Private Hall's 1st DE 1778-83 

Gray William Sergeant Patterson’s 1776 

Hall William Jordan  Patriotic  

Hearney Jonathan 1st Lieutenant Haslet's 1776 

Irons Jacob Ensign Neall’s 2nd DE 1780 

Jones John Lt. Colonel DE Militia 1778 

McCabe John Private Hall's 1st DE 1777-80 

Powders William Private/Patriotic Perry's Co. 1777 

Wharton Matthew Private Perry's Co. 1777 

Wildgoose Robert Private Haslet's 1776 

Wildgoose Thomas Private Haslet's  

 
William Ake, Private, Hall's Regiment, 1778-80 
 

William Ake enlisted the 1st Delaware Regiment commanded by Colonel David Hall on March 

15, 1778. He was listed as sick at the muster at Morristown NJ on June 22, 1778; he returned to duty in 

November of that year. He was present at the muster at Christiana Bridge DE on May 2, 1780. He was 

present at muster in Hillsborough NC in September 1780. He was listed as sick at Salisbury NC on 

December 4, 1780. William Ake received a pension of $8 per month for his service in the Revolutionary  

War beginning on May 1, 1818. He reported his age as 68 in 1818, indicating a birth year of 1750. 

After the war, William Ake and his family lived on Muddy Neck in the Baltimore Hundred. One 

of his neighbors was fellow Revolutionary War Veteran Thomas Dazey. William’s wife was named 
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Esther. They had 5 known children: James, John, George, Thomas, Joshua, and Margaret. The family 

lived in the Baltimore Hundred in the period 1790 to 1820. William Ake died in 1824; no details of his 

burial have been found.1 

Eliphaz Dazey, Private, Perry's Company, 1777 
 

Eliphaz Dazey served in Captain George Latimer’s and Captain William Peery’s Independent 

Companies stationed in Lewes DE in 1776-7. He was present at muster of Captain Latimer’s Company 

in Lewes Delaware on April 29, 1776. He enrolled in Captain Peery’s Company in Lewes on December 

20, 1776. He was present at muster of Captain Peery’s Company in Lewes on June 22, 1776. 

Eliphaz Daisy was taxed £5 as a resident of Baltimore Hundred in 1778. He was storekeeper and 

a resident of Chester PA in 1793, where he died in 1796. No information has been found for his place of 

burial.2  

Thomas Dazey, Private, Peery’s Company, 1777 

Thomas Dazey was born c.1757 in the Baltimore Hundred, Delaware and he lived there his 

entire life. He served in during the Revolutionary War in Lewes DE in 1777. He farmed the land on 

Muddy Neck for decades after the war. He died March 4, 1839 at the age of 81. Thomas Dazey was the 

son of John and Sally Dazey. John Dazey purchased a large tract of land on Muddy Neck near the 

Assawoman Bay in 1782. Thomas inherited some of this land upon his father’s death in 1811.  

Thomas Dazey served in Captain William Perry’s Independent Company in Lewes Delaware 

raised for the defense of Lewes and the Delaware Coast. His service record records only one period of 

service in 1777; however, in a declaration in his pension file, Thomas Dazey states that he also served 

in Peery’s Company in 1778. No confirmation of this in the official records has been found. 

Thomas lived in Baltimore Hundred in the period 1800 to 1830. He had 2 daughters, Eliza and 

Janice. His wife’s name is unknown. He owned 147 acres of land in what is now the Assaawoman 

Wildlife area on Muddy Neck. In his 1830 declaration in support of his application for a pension, 



Thomas Dazey stated that this land was “very poor and unproductive.” He was 73 at the time of this 

declaration, indicating a birth year of 1757. He died March 4, 1839, at about age 82. Details of his 

burial have not been found.3 

Samuel Dirrickson, Lieutenant, Neill’s 2nd Delaware Regiment, 1780 

Samuel Dirrickson served in 1780 as a Lieutenant in the 2nd Delaware Regiment commanded by 

Colonel Henry Neill. His date of commission was July 12, 1780. He served until October 31, 1780. 

Samuel Dirrickson lived in the Baltimore Hundred in 1790 and 1800. Details of his death and burial 

have not been found.4 

William Evans, Private, Hall's Regiment,1778-83 
 

William Evans enlisted in the 1st Delaware Regiment in 1778. At the time of enlistment, he was a 

resident of Sussex County and was reported to have been born there. In 1790, there were 3 men named 

William Evans living in Sussex County: two in Baltimore Hundred and one in the Northwest Fork 

Hundred. In the 1778 tax records of Baltimore Hundred, there were four men with the surname Evans: 

Solomon, Isaac, Jacob and John. In 1791, the estate of John Evans was probated. His wife was Catherine 

Evans and his son and executor was William Evans. In 1797, Catherine Evans sold land to William 

Evans in Cedar Neck. Cedar Neck is in the Baltimore Hundred. This land was inherited by Catherine 

from her father Daniel Wharton.  William Evans was a resident of Baltimore Hundred in 1800. The 

evidence is sufficient to conclude that William Evans, who was a resident and native of Sussex County 

DE when he enlisted in the 1st Delaware Regiment in 1778, was the son of John Evans and Catherine 

Wharton Evans, and that he lived in Baltimore Hundred. 

William Evans enlisted in Hall’s Regiment on March 6, 1788. He appears on a muster roll dated 

May 22, 1778 at Wilmington DE. This record states he was sick in hospital in April of that year. He was 

mustered at White Plains NY on September 2, 1778. He received rations on July 24, 1782. There is a 

significant gap in his service record; the reason for that is unclear, and there have been no other military 



records found for him that would explain the gap. His estate was probated in 1812. His executor was 

Mary Evans, likely his wife. His burial place has not been found.5 

William Gray, Sergeant, Patterson’s Battalion, 1776 

William Gray served as a Sergeant in Patterson’s Flying Camp Battalion in 1776. He was present 

at the camp in Port Amboy NJ on September 30, 1776. He was a resident of the Baltimore Hundred in 

1790 and 1800. William Gray’s will dated December 2, 1799 names his wife as Hannah, and his 

children as William, Isaac, Anna, Elizabeth, Burton, and Benjamin. A DAR Ancestor Search identified 

his wife as Hannah Laughinghouse. William Gray purchased land from William Laughinghouse in 

Baltimore Hundred in 1798. The estate of William Gray was probated April 28, 1801. No information 

has been found regarding his burial.6 

Jonathan Harney, 1st Lieutenant, Haslet's Regiment, 1776 – 1779 
 

Jonathan Harney served in the Delaware Regiment commanded by Col. John Hazlet in 1776.He 

enlisted January 16, 1776. He was present at muster at the barracks in Lewes Town on April 11, 1776. He 

was listed as missing on September 27, 1776. In October of that year, he was listed as a prisoner “taken at 

Long Island.” In a letter to Thomas Rodney dated October 2, 1776, Ceasar Rodney reported that British 

General Howe had reported that Lieutenant Harney was alive and well. In a letter to Thomas Rodney dated 

October 2, 1776, Ceasar Rodney reported that British General Howe had reported that Lieutenant Harney 

was alive and well. Lt. Harney was reported to have been one of the prisoners on September 9, 1779 at 

Elizabeth Town NJ. 

Jonathan Harney’s estate will was dated February 7, 1784 and his estate was probated March 30, 

1784. There is a memorial gravestone for Lt. Jonathan Harney in Elizabeth City, North Carolina. This stone 

is in the same cemetery as the grave of his brother Selby Harney. Since there is no evidence that Jonathan 

Harney ever lived in or traveled to North Carolina, it is very unlikely that Jonathan Harney’s remains are 



there. This is most likely a memorial stone placed there because his brother is there. His burial site is 

unknown. 

His probate file contains valuable information about his family. His wife was named Isabel, his 

heirs were sons William, Eli, Selby, George Washington, and Adam, and his daughters Maney and Olivia. 

The witnesses to his will were Thomas Harney, Mills Harney, and Thomas Harney Jr. Thomas Harney Jr. was 

a resident of the Baltimore Hundred in 1790. He was the only person with the surname Harney found in the 

Reconstructed 1790 Census of Delaware. Thomas Harney Sr.’s will was dated February 15, 1790 and 

named his son Thomas as executor and heir. This will also named sons Selby, Mills, and Joshua as heirs.7 

This evidence establishes that Thomas Harney was the father of Selby Harney, and by inference the father 

of Jonathan Harney. 

Jacob Irons, Ensign, 2nd Regiment, Delaware, 1780 

 

Jacob Irons served as a Lieutenant in the 2nd Delaware Regiment of Militia commanded by 

Colonel Henry Neill in 1780. Jacob Irons was executor of his father Aaron Irons’s estate in 1774. Other 

sons listed as heirs of Aaron Irons were Lemuel, Aaron, and David. Jacob Irons’s estate was probated 

March 7, 1788. His executor was Rachel Irons, likely his wife. In 1790, the reconstructed census of 

Baltimore Hundred includes Aaron, David, Lemuel, and Rachel Irons. The evidence is sufficient to 

conclude that Jacob Irons was a resident of Baltimore Hundred. His burial is unknown.8  

John Jones, Colonel, Delaware Militia, 1778 

John Jones, Esq. served as a Lt. Colonel in the Sussex County Company of the Delaware Militia, 

receiving his commission on September 4, 1778. He was taxed £93 in the Baltimore Hundred in 1779. 

The amount of his tax indicates he owned substantial property; the typical charge was £2-4. John Jones, 

Esq. was a resident of the Baltimore Hundred in 1790. 

1785, John Jones and his wife Mary granted a mortgage on land in Sussex County on Sandy 

Branch, a tributary of the St. Martin’s River. The location of this land is near the Maryland border in the 



location of Selbyville, DE, which was first settled in 1778. The will of John Jones, dated September 10, 

1788 and filed in the Worcester County Probate records, names his wife Mary as sole executor and also 

names as heirs his son Kendle and his daughter Comfort. In 1804, his widow Mary Jones granted power 

of attorney to William Massey for the management of the estate of John Jones. John Jones is identified 

as a resident of Unity Grove, a property he owned in Worcester County MD. No information has been 

found for his burial.9 

John McCabe, Private, Hall's 1st Delaware Regiment,1777-80 

 
John McCabe served as a Private in the period 1777 – 83 in the 1st Delaware Regiment commanded 

Colonel David Hall. He was present at muster on June 2, 1779 at Camp Middlebrook New Jersey. He was 

present at muster in September 1780 at Hillsborough North Carolina. This is the latest record contained in 

his service file.  John McCabe resided in the Baltimore Hundred in 1790. He died on January 30, 1800 

without leaving heirs. John McCabe is buried in the Selbyville Redmens Cemetery in Selbyville DE.10 

 

William Powders, Private, Perry's Company, 1777 
 

William Powders served in 1777 as a Private in Captain William Peery’s Independent Company 

stationed in Lewes Delaware.  He provided cares and services for wounded soldiers for which he was paid 

by the State of Delaware – this constitutes patriotic service in addition to his military service. He lived in 

the Baltimore Hundred in 1800. The will of William Powders dated July 31, 1803 specifies that he lived in 

the Baltimore Hundred, Sussex County, DE. It names a son Ruel Powders and a daughter Ali Powers as 

well as 3 grandsons as heirs. He bequeathed his land to his son Ruel and described this land as being on 

the road that runs from Beaver Dam Run to the Blackwater Meetinghouse. No information on his burial has 

been found.11 

Matthew Wharton, Private, Perry's Company, 1777 

 



Matthew Wharton served as a Private in Captain William Peery’s Company in Lewes DE in 

1777. He lived in Baltimore Hundred in 1790. Matthew Wharton sold land in the Baltimore Hundred in 

Cedar Neck in 1800. The estate of Matthew Wharton was probated February 9, 1802. His brother James 

Wharton was an heir. No wife of children are mentioned. Details of his burial are unknown.12  

Robert Wildgoose, Private, Haslet's Regiment, 1776 

 

Robert Wildgoose served as a Private in the Haslet’s Delaware Regiment, enlisting on January 

20, 1776. He was at muster in Lewes on April 11, 1776. Robert Wildgoose was taxed in the Baltimore 

Hundred in 1778. He lived in the Baltimore Hundred in 1790 and in 1800. The will of Robert Wildgoose 

Sr. of Baltimore Hundred was dated February 2, 1828 and his estate was probated September 22, 1829. 

His wife was named Leah, and he had sons Robert Jr., Jacob, Samuel and John. His daughters were 

Tabitha, Betsy, Gracy, and Polly. Details of his burial are unknown.13 

Thomas Wildgoose, Private, Haslet’s Regiment 

Thomas Wildgoose served as a Private in Haslet’s Regiment. He enlisted on January 20, 1776 

and was present at muster in Lewes DE on April 11, 1776. The 1778 Tax List for Baltimore Hundred 

lists Thomas Wildgoose. The will of Thomas Wildgoose was dated December 28, 1781. In his will he 

records that his wife was Elizabeth, and he had sons named Blades, William, and Joseph. The 

description of his property indicates it  bordered on the property of his brother Robert. His estate was 

probated July 17, 1795. No details of his burial have been found. 14 
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