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Broadkill Hundred Delaware Residents Who Served During the Revolutionary War 
 

This report presents the evidence found for residents of Broadkill Hundred in Sussex County 

who served during the Revolutionary War. This includes both military and patriotic service. 48 total 

veterans and citizens who performed patriotic service have been found. This list is intended to form the 

basis for recognition in the Broadkill Hundred of their service in the founding of the United States. 

# Last First Rank Service Years Area 

1 Atkins Isaac Private Perry's Co. 1777 Georgetown 

2 Coston Joshua  Perry's Co.  Georgetown 
3 Frame William Sergeant Peery's Co., 2nd DE 1777 Georgetown 

4 Green David Private Latimer's/Peery’s 1776 Georgetown 
5 Hood Robert Sergeant Peery's 1777 Georgetown 

6 Gray Frazier Private 2nd DE 1780 Georgetown 
7 Hood Robert Sergeant Peery’s Company 1776-7 Georgetown 

1 Clowes John  Patriotic  Milton 

2 Conwell  Abraham Private Perry's Co. 1776-7 Milton 
3 Conwell John Lt. Colonel Sussex Batt. 1775 Milton 

4 Conwell William Sr. Lt. Colonel Delaware Militia 1778 Milton 
5 Coulter James Private Perry's Co. 1776 Milton 

6 Coulter Robert  Patriotic  Milton 

7 Coulter Thomas Private Perry's Co. 1776-7 Milton 
8 Coulter William Private Peery’s Co. 1776-7 Milton 

9 Dodd Eli Private Hall's 1779-80 Milton 
10 Dodd Samuel Private Perry's Co. 1777 Milton 

11 Dorman John S. 2nd Lt Peery's Co. 1777 Milton 

12 Dutton John Corporal Peery's Co. 1777 Milton 
14 Fleetwood John  Patriotic 1779-80 Milton 

15 Hall William Sergeant Peery's 1777 Milton 
16 Hall Zael Private Peery's 1777 Milton 

17 Hazzard Cord Captain Haslet's/Hall's  Milton 

18 Hazzard John Lieutenant Peery's 1776-7 Milton 
19 Hazzard Joseph Lieutenant Sussex Batt./Patriotic 1775 Milton 

20 Hazzard Joseph Private Haslet’s 1776 Milton 

21 Hopkins Archibald Private Peery's 1776-7 Milton 

22 King Hugh 1st Lt Peery's 1776-7 Milton 

23 King John Private Peery's 1776-7 Milton 
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24 Lank Mitchel  Peery's 1777 Milton 
25 McIlvaine David Private Haslet's 1776 Milton 

26 Morgan John Private Haslet's 1776 Milton 

27 Morgan Joshua Private Latimer's 1776 Milton 

28 Nottingham Abel Private Haslet's 1776 Milton 

29 Nottingham Clark Private Peery's 1776-7 Milton 
30 Okey Levin  Peery’s 1777 Milton 

31 Peery William Captain Peery's 1777 Milton 

32 Ponder John Private Haslet's 1776 Milton 

33 Stephenson Samuel Private Peery's 1776-7 Milton 

34 Vent James Sergeant Peery’s 1776-7 Milton 
35 Vent John Corporal Peery’s 1776-7 Milton 

36 West Alexander  Haslet’s 1777 Milton 

37 West Luke Private Haslet's/Peery's 1776-7 Milton 

38 West Thomas Private Peery's 1776-7 Milton 

39 Young John Private Peery’s 1776-7 Milton 
 
 
Georgetown Area Residents 
 
Issac Atkins, Private, Peery’s Company, 1777 
 

Isaac Atkins served as a Private in Captain Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes DE. He 

enlisted on April 24, 1777 and was present at muster on June 2, 1777. He sold land in the Broadkill 

Hundred “in the drains of Deep Creek” about half a mile from Georgetown in 1794. He was a 

resident of the Broadkill Hundred in 1800. This was the only Isaac Atkins found in the 1800 census 

of Delaware. The will of Isaac Atkins was dated October 15, 1822 and the estate was probated 

February 9, 1826. The administrator was Sarah Atkins. No information as to his burial has been 

found.1 

Joshua Coston, Peery’s Company 

Joshua Coston was a Private in Captain Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes DE. He was 

taxed in the Broadkill Hundred in 1779. Joshua Coston was identified as a resident of Broadkill 

Hundred in a 1784 deed. This deed names the father of Joshua Coston as Benton Coston. Joshua 



Coston purchased 250 acres of land from Stephen Coston et al, land formerly of his father and 

described as being on Green Branch. Green Branch is a tributary of Marshyhope Creek in the 

western part of Sussex County near the Maryland border. No further information has been found 

for Joshua Coston.2 

William Frame, Sergeant, Peery’s Company 1777, 2nd DE Militia 1780 

William Frame served as a Sergeant in Captain Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes DE in 

1777. He enlisted April 24, 1777 and was present at muster in Lewes on June 2, 1777. He also 

served as a Sergeant in the 2nd Delaware Militia in 1780, enlisting on July 10, 1780 and he appears 

on a Pay Roll dated October 31, 1780. William Frame sold land formerly of his father Robert Frame 

in the Broadkill Hundred in 1775. He was a resident of Broadkill Hundred in 1790. William Frame’s 

estate was probated November 6, 1801. No record of his burial has been found.3 

David Green, Latimer’s Company 1776, Peery’s Company 

David Green served in Latimer’s Company stationed in Lewes DE in 1776 and I Captain 

Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes. He lived in the Broadkill Hundred in 1800. David Green was 

deeded land on The Indian River and the Peterkins Branch by his father Ezekiel Green in 1802. The 

estate of David Green was probated October 15, 1811. The administrator was Elizabeth Green 

who was  likely his wife. No information has been found as to David Green’s burial.4 

Frazier Gray, Private, 2nd Delaware Regiment and halls’ Regiment 

Frazier Gray served in the 2nd Regiment of the Delaware Militia in 1780. He then served in 

Hall’s Delaware Regiment  for 18 months from March 1782 to September 1783. In his service 

records, Frazier Gray is described as 5’ 6” tall, brown hair, fair complexion, and his trade is listed 

as wheelwright. 



Frazier Gray is recorded as a resident of the Broadkill Hundred in 1810 and 1830. In 1838, 

Frazier Gray sold his land in the Broadkill Hundred to his nephew Joseph Robbins, son of his sister 

Elizabeth Gray. Frazier Gray was enumerated in the 1840 census of Marion County Ohio. He died and is 

buried there in 1849; his grave marker was provided in 1977 by the Veterans Administration in 

recognition of his service in the Revolutionary War.5 

Robert Hood, Sergeant, Peery’s Company, 1776-7 

Robert Hood served as a Sergeant in Captain Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes DE in 

1776-7. He is identified as a resident of Sussex County. Robert Hood was a resident of Broadkill 

Hundred in 1790. In 1796, Robert Hood purchased 78 acres of land in Broadkill Hundred bounding 

on the road leading St. George’s Chapel to Georgetown. The estate of Robert Hood was probated 

July 4, 1811. His wife Mary was co-executor along with their son John. No information on his burial 

has been found.6 

Milton Area Residents 

John Clowes, Patriotic 

John Clowes owned a cloth mill that supplied cloth to the 1st Delaware Regiment. His mill 

supplied cloth to the Delaware Battalion in December 1776 and in February 1779  John Clowes 

was paid over £173 by the state of Delaware for cloth taken from his mill. He was reimbursed for 

cloth from his mill in January 1783. John Clowes also served in the Delaware Legislature and as a 

Justise of the Peace during the war. The estate of John Clowes was probated March 15, 1790. The 

executor was Mary Clowes, his wife. Heirs included sons Isaac and Peter, and daughters Alletta 

and Sarah. His headstone was removed from his burial place in 1985 and is now in possession of 

the Milton Historical Society.7 



 

Abraham Conwell, Private, Peery’s Company, 1776-7 

Abraham Conwell served as a Private in Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes DE. He 

enrolled on December 18, 1776 and was present at muster on January 8, 1777. The estate of 

Abraham Conwell was probated June 5, 1807. The administrators were his wife Sarah and Bevans 

Morris. Lands of Abraham Conwell deceased were sold to Bevans Morris by David Conwell on 

January 26, 1809. These lands were in the Broadkill Hundred. The heirs of Abraham Conwell were 

identified as David Conwell, Joseph Conwell and Polly Hudson. The deed cites application to the 

Orphans Court to divide the estate among the heirs. The deed also refers to their mother’s third of 

the estate. The description of the lands of Abraham Conwell refer to Prime Hook Creek Back Bay, 

locating his lands in the eastern portion of Broadkill Hundred. No information on the burial of 

Abraham Conwell has been found.8 

John Conwell, Lt. Colonel, Sussex Battalion, 1775 

John Conwell served as a Lt. Colonel in the Sussex Battalion, appointed on September 16, 

1775. John Conwell Sr. conveyed land in the Broadkill Hundred to John Conwell Jr. in 1782. John 

Conwell Sr. and John Conwell Jr. were both residents of Broadkill Hundred in 1790 and 1800. John 

Conwell, Patriot is identified as having died in 1811. The probate date for the estate of John 

Conwell was September 16, 1811. His wife, identified as Betty or Betsey was executor of his 

estate, and his heirs were sons John, George, Jeremiah, and William, and daughters Sarah, Mary, 

and Deborah. No information has been found for the burial of John Conwell.9 

William Conwell Sr., Lt. Colonel, Delaware Militia 



William Conwell Sr. served as a Lt. Colonel in the Delaware Militia in 1778. William 

Conwell, Esq. was commissioned on August 31, 1778 as a Lt. Colonel from Sussex County. 

William Conwell Sr. purchased land south of Prime Hook Creek in 1774 and he sold land on 

Broadkill Neck in 1776. The will of William Conwell, dated February 20, 1772, names his wife as 

Sarah Conwell, and his sons as Abraham Conwell, George Conwell, and William Conwell. His 

sons Abraham and William were Revolutionary soldiers. The probate record for the estate of 

William Conwell Esq, dated March 1, 1782, identifies additional children: Deborah, Anna, 

Rebekah, and Anna Conwell, and Comfort , wife of Cord Hazzard, a Revolutionary soldier. No 

information on his burial has been found.10 

James Coulter, Private, Peery’s Company, 1776-7 

James Coulter served as a Private in Captain William Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes 

DE in 1776-7. He was taxed in Broadkill Hundred in 1779. James Coulter was a resident of 

Broadkill Hundred in 1790. James Coulter’s estate was probated July 15, 1808. His residency is 

identified as Milton in his probate record. No evidence for his burial has been found.11  

Robert Coulter, Patriotic Service 

Robert Coulter was paid by the State of Delaware for cloth from the cloth mill of John 

Clowes in 1777-9. He purchased land on the east side of Long Bridge Branch from his brother 

James Coulter, land formerly of their late father Robert Coulter, in 1776. Robert Coulter was taxed 

in the Broadkill Hundred in 1779. Robert and Naomi Coulter had 3 children baptized at Cool Spring 

Presbyterian Church: Ruth, baptized December 6, 1770; Elen, baptized June 14, 1772; Jesse, 

baptized December 17, 1775; and Charles, baptized October 21, 1773. There were 2 death 

records found for Robert Coulter. The first was that of Robert Coulter, ruling Elder of Cool Spring 



Church, who died March 29, 1793. This is likely the father of Robert the Revolutionary war veteran. 

The second death record for Robert Coulter is dated March 25, 1795. This aligns with the probate 

record of the estate of Robert Coulter, which was probated April 7, 1795. The administrator of his 

estate was his wife Naomi Coulter. No burial record has been found for Robert Coulter.12 

Thomas Coulter, Private, Peery’s Company, 1776-7 

Thomas Coulter served as a Private in Captain Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes DE, 

enrolling on December 18, 1776 and being present at muster on June 2, 1777. Thomas Coulter 

was a resident of Broadkill Hundred in 1790 and 1800. He died on April 20, 1805 and is buried in 

Cool Spring Presbyterian Church Cemetery.13 

William Coulter, Private, Peery’s Company, 1776-7 

 William Coulter served as a Private in Captain Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes DE. He 

enrolled in the company December 18, 1776 and was present at muster on January 8, 1777. He 

enrolled again in Peery’s Company on April 24, 1777 and was present at muster on June 2, 1777. 

He was a resident of Broadkill Hundred in 1790. William Coulter died March 19, 1795. No evidence 

for his burial has been found.14 

Eli Dodd, Private, Hall’s Regiment, 1779 - 80 

Eli Dodd served as a Private in Hall’s Regiment. He enlisted August 21, 1779. He appears 

on Pay Rolls in Captain Kirkwood’s Company of Halls Regiment 1779 and 1780. He was present at 

muster on May 2, 1780 at Christiana Bridge DE. He appears on a list of men in Col. William’s 

Regiment in Hillsborough NC in September 1780. In 1784, He appears as executor of the estate of 

Samuel Dodd, who also served in Hall’s Regiment. Eli Dodd signed a marriage bond to marry 

Rachel Conwell on June 24, 1788. John Hazzard co-signed this bond. The probate record of John 



Conwell, dated September 11, 1782, identifies John Conwell’s granddaughter Rachel Conwell as 

the daughter of Joseph Conwell. Rebecca Wiltbank, daughter of Eli Dodd, filed a bounty- land 

claim in 1844 based on her father’s service. This claim supported by John Conwell age 66 who 

stated that he knew Eli Dodd. John Hazzard, and John Conwell were all residents of Broadkill 

Hundred. No burial record for Eli Dodd has been found.15 

Samuel Dodd, Private, Peery’s Company, 1777 

Samuel Dodd served as a Private in Captain Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes DE in 

1777. He was identified as a resident of Broadkill Hundred in a 1790 deed conveying land in 

Broadkill Hundred formerly of Moses Dodd. The will of Moses Dodd, dated November 19, 1779, 

names Samuel Dodd as a son, co-executor and heir. Eli Dodd was named in the administration 

bond for the estate of Samuel Dodd in 1784. No information has been found for the burial of 

Samuel Dodd.16 

John Sheldon Dorman, 2nd Lieutenant, Peery’s Company, 1777, Patriotic Service 

John Sheldon Dorman served as a 2nd Lieutenant in Captain Peery’s Company stationed in 

Lewes DE.  He was also reimbursed for supplies for the 1st Delaware Regiment on March 13, 1777. 

He sold land in Broadkill Hundred in 1790. John S. Dorman was listed as a resident of Broadkill 

Hundred in 1790, and John Dorman was a resident of Broadkill Hundred in 1800. John Dorman 

purchased a lot in Milton in 1808. The estate of John S. Dorman was probated September 28, 

1840. The administrator of his estate was Mary Dorman. No evidence of his burial has been 

found.17 

John Dutton, Corporal, Peery’s Company, 1776-7 



John Dutton served as a Private in Captain Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes DE. He 

enrolled on December 18, 1776 and was present at muster on January 8, 1777. He sold land in 

Broadkill Hundred, part of a tract called “Gravley Hill”, in 1796. John Dutton Sr. and John Dutton Jr. 

were residents of Broadkill Hundred in 1800. The probate date for the estate of John Dutton was 

February 7, 1832. His executor was his wife Sarah Dutton. No information has been found for his 

burial.18 

John  Fleetwood, Patriotic Service 

John Fleetwood paid the 1779 Supply Tax in Broadkill Hundred in 1779 and the Continental 

Tax in Broadkill Hundred in 1780. John Fleetwood purchased land on Walkers Neck on the north 

side of the Broadkill in 1776. He was a resident of the Broadkill Hundred in 1790. His estate was 

probated June 9, 1794. No record on his burial has been found.19 

William Hall, Sergeant, Peery’s Company 

William Hall served a Sergeant in Peery’s Company enlisting April 23, 1777 and being 

present at muster on June 2, 1777. He was born January 21, 1753. William Hall was identified as 

the son of James Hall in a deed wherein he purchased land in the Boradkill Hundred in 1797. In 

1805, William Hall and his brother Jacob Hall sold land in Broadkill Hundred that had been granted 

to their grandfather John Hall. James Hall was the son of John Hall. William Hall relocated to 

Monongalia County Virginia (later Marion County West Virginia) where he died in 1835. He is buried  

in Rachel, Marion County, West Virginia.20 

Zael Hall, Peery’s Company 

Zael Hall served as a Private in Captain Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes DE. He 

enrolled on December 19, 1776. He was present at muster on January 8, 1777. He enlisted again 



on May 6, 1777 and was present at muster on June 2, 1777. In 1781, Zael Hall acquired title to 13 

acres of land in Broadkill Hundred as part of the settlement of the estate of his father Moses Hall. 

He purchased land in the Broadkill Hundred in 1788. He was a resident of Broadkill Hundred in 

1790. No further evidence has been found for Zael Hall.21 

Cord Hazzard, Ensign, Haslet’s Regiment, 1776, Captain, Hall’s Regiment, 1777-8 

Cord Hazzard served as an Ensign in Haslet’s Regiment, enlisting on January 16, 1776 and 

being present at the barracks at Lewes DE on April 11, 1776. He was declared fit for duty on  

October 4, 1776. He enlisted in Hall’s Regiment April 5, 1777 and was appointed to the rank of 

Captain on that date. He was first wounded by a musket ball that broke his arm near the shoulder 

joint at the Battle of White Plains NY. He was wounded a second time at Fort Mifflin, Philadelphia 

PA when a bombshell exploded near him and his hearing was damaged and a fragment hit his 

temple.  

Cord Hazzard born April 28, 1750. He was a resident of Broadkill Hundred in 1790 and 

1800. Cord Hazzard received a pension of $20 per month for his service commencing on January 

1, 1829. His payment was sent directly to him at Milton DE. He died March 13, 1831 and he is 

buried in the Zion United Methodist Church Cemetery in Milton, DE.22 

John Hazzard, Ensign and Lieutenant, Peery’s Company 

John Hazzard served as an Ensign and a Lieutenant in Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes 

DE, enlisting on December 18, 1776 and was present on January 8, 1777. He was a Lieutenant in 

Peery’s Company at muster on June 2, 1777. John Hazzard Esq. sold land to his “Dutyfull son” 

John Hazzard on Broadkill Neck in 1783. John Coard Hazzard died December 26, 1825 and is 

buried in the Goshen Cemetery in Milton DE.23 



Joseph Hazzard, Patriotic Service 

Joseph Hazzard was reimbursed for military expenses on April 4, 1776. Joseph Hazzard 

Esq. sold land on Broadkill Neck to his son Cord Hazzard in 1783. Joseph Hazzard Esq. was a 

resident of Broadkill Hundred in 1790. The will of Joseph Hazzard Esq. was dated February 24, 

1791 and his estate was probated September 30, 1794. The executors were sons Cord and John 

Hazzard. In addition, other heirs were sons William, Joseph, and the grandchildren of deceased 

son William. A daughter Rachel Wiltbank was also named as an heir. No information has been 

found regarding the burial of Joseph Hall Esq.24 

Joseph Hazzard Jr., Private, Haslet’s Regiment, 1776 

Joseph Hazzard Jr. served as a Private in Haslet’s Regiment, enlisting on February 22, 1776 

and being present at muster at the barracks in Lewes DE on April 11, 1776. Joseph Hazzard 

inherited land bordering on the Broadkill Creek from his father Joseph Hazzard Esq. Josph Hazzard 

and his wife Elizabeth sold a house and lot on the road from Milton to Milford in 1818. No 

information has been found regarding his burial.25 

Archibald Hopkins, Private, Peery’s Company, 1776-7 

Archibald Hopkins served as a Private in Captain Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes DE. 

He enrolled on December 18, 1776 and was present at muster on January 8, 1777. was a resident 

of Broadkill Hundred in 1790. Archibald Hopkins was the co-administrator of the estate of his 

father John Hopkins in 1787. John Hopkins sold land to his son John Hopkins Jr. in 1782 that was 

land formerly owned by Anderson Parker. Anderson Parker sold 2 parcels of land he owned in 1738 

and 1740; both parcels were near Cool Spring Branch in the Broadkill Hundred. The estate of 



Archibald Hopkins was probated August 30, 1796. His wife is identified as Prudence Hopkins. No 

information has been found of his burial.26 

Hugh King, First Lieutenant, Peery’s Company, 1776-7 

Hugh King served as a First Lieutenant in Captain Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes DE 

in 1776-7. Hugh King purchased 100 acres of land in Broadkill Hundred on the East side of Mill 

Creek in 1767. Old Mill Creek is a tributary of the Broadkill River that lies south of the river. Hugh 

King’s will was dated January 13, 1777. It named his wife as Mary King and his 4 sons as David 

King, John King, William King, and James King. Hugh King was taxed in Broadkill Hundred in 1779 

and in 1780. No record of his burial has been found.27 

John King, Private, Peery’s Company, Peery’s Company, 1776-7, Hall’ Regiment 1777-83 

John King served as a Private in Captain Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes Delaware in 

1776-7. His father Hugh King served in Peery’s Company at the same time. John King also served in 

Hall’s Regiment from 1777-83. John  King of Broadkill Hundred married Margaret Mountford in 

1780. He purchased land in Broadkiln Hundred from his mother in law Francis Mountford in 1786 

after the death of his father in law Samuel Montford. John King was a resident of the Broadkill 

Hundred n 1800 and 1820. John King died February 25, 1832. No evidence of his burial has been 

found.28 

Mitchel Lank, Peery’s Company 

Mitchel Lank served in Captain Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes DE. Mitchel Lank was 

a resident of Broadkill Hundred in 1790 and 1800. Mitchel Lank’s estate was probated December 

18, 1822. His burial is unknown.29 

 



David McIlvaine, Private, Haslet’s Regiment 

David McIlvaine served as a Private in Haslet’s Regiment in 1776. In 1801 David McIlvaine 

purchased 98 ½ land in the Broadkill Hundred, land formerly of James Stephenson. He is 

identified as a Ship Carpenter in this deed, making it likely he lived near the Broadkill River. David 

McIlvaine was a resident of Broadkill Hundred in 1820. The will of David McIlvaine was dated 

February 11, 1829 and the probate date of his estate was November 17, 1829.30 

John Morgan, Private, Haslet’s Regiment, 1776 

John Morgan served as a Private in Haslet’s Regiment in 1776. He enlisted January 23, 1776 

and he was present at muster at the barracks in Lewes DE on April 11, 1776. He was a resident of 

Broadkill Hundred in 1790. The accounting of the estate John Morgan, administered by Jacob 

Hazzard, dated April 26, 1798, shows expenses paid to John Warrington, John Rowland, Jacob 

Woolf, Leven Okey. The administrator of his estate was Jacob Hazzard, a resident of Broadkill 

Hundred. No information has been found for his burial.31 

Joshua Morgan, Private, Latimer’s Company, 1776 

Joshua Morgan served as a Private in Latimer’s Company stationed in Lewes DE in 1776. 

Joshua Morgan was a resident of Broadkill Hundred in 1790 and 1800. No further information has 

been found for Joshua Morgan.32 

Abel Nottingham, Private, Haslet’s Regiment, 1776 

Abel Nottingham served as a Private in Haslet’s Regiment, enlisting on January 30, 1776 

and being present at muster in the barracks at Lewes DE on April 11, 1776. He purchased 130 

acres of land in Broadkill Hundred in 1768. Abel Nottingham was taxed in the Broadkill Hundred in 



1779 and 1780. He was a resident of Broadkill Hundred in 1790. No information has been found 

for his death or burial33 

Clark Nottingham, Patriotic 

Clark Nottingham was reimbursed by the State of Delaware for Militia services expenses on 

March 13, 1779. He married Peggy Ingram on April 1, 1773 in Lewes DE. Clark Nottingham was 

taxed in the Broadkill Hundred in 1779 and 1780. His will dated May 30, 1797 was filed in Cape 

May New Jersey. No information has been found for his burial.34 

Levin Okey, Peery’ Company 

Levin Okey served in Captain Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes DE. He appears on an 

undated pay roll for Peery’s Company. He was taxed in the Broadkill Hundred in 1779. Thomas 

Okey was also taxed in Broadkill Hundred in 1779. The estate of Thomas Okey was probated in 

1780. Levin Okey was the administrator of the estate of Thomas Okey, indicating that Thomas may 

have been the father of Levin Okey. 

Levin Okey moved to Monroe County Ohio, where he was elected as a judge in 1815. He 

was enumerated in the 1820 census of Monroe County OH. He died in Center Township, Monroe 

county Ohio on June 21, 1829 and is buried there.35 

William Peery, Captain, Peery’s Company 

William Peery served as Captain and commanding officer of Peery’s Company, an 

independent company stationed in Lewes DE in 1776-7. His company was active in the period 

December 18, 1776 to January 8, 1777 and again in the period April 23 to June 2, 1777. William 

Peery purchased 102 acres of land in Broadkiln Hundred, part of a larger parcel known as 

Coolspring Tract, in 1765. He was taxed in the Broadkill Hundred in 1779 and 1780. William Peery 



died December 17, 1800 and is buried in the Coolspring Presbyterian Cemetery in Cool Spring, 

Sussex County, DE.36 

John Ponder, Private, Haslet’s Regiment, 1776 

John Ponder served as a Private in Haslet’s Regiment. He enlisted February 7, 1776 and 

was present at muster at the barracks in Lewes DE on April 11, 1776. sold land in the Broadkill 

Hundred in 1781. The will of John Ponder dated August 15, 1786. He is identified as a resident of 

Broadkill Hundred in the probate record. The probate date is July 10, 1787. The executor was his 

son James Ponder. His wife Elizabeth is named as an heir, along with daughters Kezia, Levinah, 

Alse, Elizabeth, and Sarah as well as granddaughter Alse. No information has been found 

regarding his burial.37 

Daniel Roach, Private, Peery’s Company, 1777 

Daniel Roach served as a Private in Captain Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes DE, 

enlisting on May 6, 177 and being present at muster on Jun 2, 1777. Daniel Roach was a resident 

of Broadkill Hundred in 1790 and 1800. The estate of Daniel Roach was probated March 18, 1812. 

His executor was his son William, and other heirs were son Daniel, daughters Hannah and Nancy, 

and granddaughter Priscilla, daughter of William. No evidence has been found for his burial.38 

Emmanuel Russel, Sergeant, Peery’s Company, 1776-7 

Emmanuel Russel served as a Sergeant in Captain Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes DE 

in 1776-7. He purchased land on the northwest side of the Broadkill Creek in 1786. He is identified 

as a shipwright in this deed. Emmanuel Russel was a resident of Broadkill Hundred in 1790. The 

estate of Emmanuel Russel was probated October 6, 1812. The executor was his son Willliam. 

Heirs of this estate were Esther, his wife, sons Henry, William, Robert, and daughter Lydia. 



Emmanuel Russel died September 18, 1812; he is buried in the Zion United Methodist Church 

Cemetery in Milton DE.39 

Samuel Stephenson, Private, Peery’s Company, 1776-7 

Samuel Stephenson served as a Private in Captain Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes 

DE. He enrolled on December 18, 1776 and was present on January 8, 1777. He purchased land in 

the Broadkill Hundred in 1774 bounding on “Round Pool Branch”. Round Pole Branch is a tributary 

of the Broadkill River. Samuel Stephenson was taxed in Broadkill Hundred in 1779 and 1780. There 

are 2 probate records for Samuel Stephenson in Sussex County in the post Revolutionary War era. 

One is for Samuel Stephenson Jr., whose estate was probated March 7, 1785. The executor of this 

estate was William Stephenson. The second estate was that of Samuel Stephenson, probated 

May 5, 1784, executor James Stephenson. No spouses or heirs are named in either of these 

records. The names of both executors appear in the reconstructed 1790 census of Broadkill 

Hundred. It is not possible from the evidence found to determine which Samuel Stephenson 

served in the Revolutionary War. What is clear is that there was a man named Samuel Stephenson 

who served in the war and the only men of that name found in Delaware in this era lived in the 

Broadkill Hundred. No evidence for the burial of Samuel Stephenson has been found.40 

John Tam, Private, Peery’s Company, 1776-7 

John Tam served as a Private in Captain Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes DE. He 

enlisted on December 18, 1776 and was present at muster on June 2, 1777. He was taxed in the 

Broadkill Hundred in 1779. He was a resident of Broadkill Hundred in 1790. The estate of John Tam 

was probated January 29, 1819. The administrator was Lemuel Tam. No burial information has 

been found for John Tam.41 



James Vent, Sergeant, Peery’s Company, 1776-7 

James Vent served as a Sergeant in Captain Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes DE. He 

served in the period December 18, 177 to January 8, 1777 and in the same company in the period 

April 24 to June 2, 1777.  He was taxed in the Broadkill Hundred in 1779. James Vent married Mary 

Dodd c. 1779. Moses Dodd, the father of Mary Dodd, was taxed in the Broadkill Hundred in 1779.  

James Vent was a resident of the Lewes and Rehoboth Hundred in 1790. He died July 2, 

1791 in Lewes DE. The estate of James Vent was probated in the period 1792 – 1798. The 

administration bond for the executor Mary Vent was dated November 10, 1792. The first inventory 

of his estate was dated November 20, 1793. Joseph Dodd became administrator of his estate on 

November 2, 1796. The second inventory of his estate was completed on October 31, 1797. The 

administration account of his estate was completed June 19, 1799.42 

John Vent, Corporal, Peery’s Company, 1776-7 

John Vent served as a Corporal in Captain Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes DE. He 

enrolled on December 18, 1776 and was present at muster on January 8, 1777. He was a resident 

of Broadkill Hundred in 1790. John Vent and Ephraim Darby, administrators of the estae of John 

Vent, sold 237 acres of land in the Indian River and Broadkill Hundreds belonging to the estate of 

John Vent. John Vent, probably his son,  was the co-administer of the estate of John Vent. No 

information has been found as to the burial of John Vent.43 

Levi Virden, Private, Haslet’s Regiment, 1776 

Levi Virden served as a Private in Haslet’s Regiment, enlisting on January 20, 1776 and 

being present at muster at the barracks at Lewes DE on April 11, 1776. He was taxed n the 

Broadkill Hundred in 1779 and 1780. Levi Virden married Haha Hall [possible misspelling in the 



transcribed record] on January 25, 1781 in Lewes DE. He was a resident of the Broadkill Hundred 

in 1790. The estate of Levi Virden was probated November 8, 1796. The administrator was Shada 

Virden.44 

Alexander West, Haslet’s Regiment, 1776 

Alexander West served as a private in Haslet’s Regiment, enlisting January 17, 1776 and 

being present at muster at the barracks in Lewes DE on April 11, 1776. He was born June 15, 1747; 

his father was George West. Alexander West worked as a chain carrier for a survey crew, surveying 

land of Benton Coston, a resident of Broadkill Hundred. His father George West died March 4, 

1776 near Cool Spring, Broadkill Hundred. The estate of Alexander West was probated in 1782. His 

executor was his brother George West, blacksmith, a resident of Broadkill Hundred. No record of 

his burial has been found.45 

Luke West, Private, Haslet’s Regiment 1776 and Peery’s Company 1777 

Luke West served as a Private in Haslet’s Regiment in 1776, enlisting on January 22, 1776 

and was present at muster at the barracks in Lewes DE on April 11, 1776. He also served as a 

Private in Captain Peery’s Company, enlisting on April 24, 1777 and was present at muster on June 

2, 1777. He was taxed in the Broadkill Hundred in 1779. He was a resident of the Broadkill 

Hundred in 1800. No information has been found for his burial.46 

Thomas West, Private, Peery’s Company, 1776-7 

Thomas West served as a Private in Captain Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes DE. He 

enrolled on December 18, 1776 and was present at muster on January 8, 1777. He was taxed in 

the Broadkill Hundred in 1780. He was a resident of the Broadkill Hundred in 1790 and in 1800. He 

sold land in Sussex County in 1807. No further information has been found for Thomas West.47 



John Young, Private, Peery’s Company, 1776-7 

John Young served as a private in Captain Peery’s Company stationed in Lewes DE. He 

enrolled on December 18, 1776 and was present at muster on January 8, 1777. He enlisted again 

on May 2, 1777 and was present at muster on June 2, 1777. 

There are 3 John Youngs who lived in Sussex County in the ear of the Revolutionary War. 2 of 

them lived in Cedar Creek Hundred and one lived in Broadkill Hundred. The 2 Cedar Creek John 

Youngs were father and son. The father’s 1795 will names his son John as an heir and bequeaths 

him 1/3 of his land. The father was taxed in Cedar Creek hundred in 1779 and 1780, and was a 

resident of Cedar Creek in 1790. The son was a resident of Cedar Creek in 1800 and his estate was 

probated in 1808. 

John Young was taxed in Broadkill Hundred in 1779 and 1780. His wife was Catherine 

Clowes. They had a son John. John Young of Broadkill Hundred died in 1781. Catherine transferred 

the right to administer the estate of her husband to her father John Clowes. John Clowes was a 

justice in Broadkill Hundred and a fervent patriot. His cloth mill supplied the Delaware Regiment. 

The administrative bond for the estate of John Young of Broadkill Hundred named John Clowes and 

William Peery as administrators of the estate of John Young. William Peery was also a justice and 

John Young’s commanding officer. This evidence supports the conclusion that the John Young who 

served in Peery’s Company lived in Broadkill Hundred. No burial record has been found for John 

Young. 48 
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